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Welcome to the OSGeo:UK Newsletter

Hello and welcome to the OSGeo:UK newsletter in which we share updates and
information every couple of months about the OSGeo:UK local chapter along with general
FOSS for geospatial goodness. Please share the newsletter widely. Interested folks can
sign up too. For now, please enjoy this edition.

News from OSGeo:UK

Find out more about OSGeo:UK and how you can be part of our community on our
website.

A Bristol Event
The local organising crew have been hard at work over the last couple of months making
sure that FOSS4G:UK South West 2024 goes ahead. This is going to be an event similar
in scope to the local events that were held in various locations in 2023 and one not to be
missed: make sure you block out your diaries for 12th November 2024. 

If you like free and open source software, geospatial technologies and/or open data and
communities then this is the event for you!

Once again, we send our thanks to CGI for their generous sponsoring of the venue (the
Engine Shed just outside Bristol Temple Meads station). We also have a second sponsor
to thank for their support: Telespazio. There are still sponsorship opportunities available
for your organisation to help make the event run at as low a cost as possible for attendees
- please reach out to the organisers for sponsorship details (no amount is too small - or
too large!).

The presentations and  agenda for the day are now live (check out:
https://uk.osgeo.org/foss4guk2024/bristol.html#programme) and if you like what you see
then you can register using this link. The cost of the full day is only £20 so see you there!
Be quick, as demand is anticipated to be high. 

Nick's book
Our Committee Chair, Nick Bearman, has a new book out! If you have recently started to
use, or are interested in using, the R language to undertake spatial analyses then this is
the book for you. In this book, Nick takes you through the basics of GIS and R, including
visualisation and analysis techniques. No prior knowledge of scripting is assumed
(although it is helpful to know a little about GIS and spatial data). The book also
emphasises code reusability, and knowledge sharing; two concepts very close to the
ethos of OSGeo. 

OSGeo-related Projects

FOSS4G:UK South West Sponsors
For this issue of the newsletter we want to briefly highlight some FOSS4G:UK South West
sponsors  of the work undertaken by our FOSS4G:UK Southwest sponsors. CGI have
been involved in the build of the Data Map Wales portal, an open data portal for the Welsh
Government that provides a shared platform  to members of the public and public
authorities. The portal  has implemented opensource tools such as GeoNode and
Geoserver. Telespazio are involved in the OSGeo Community project EOEPCA+ which is
trying to  enhance the interoperability between different cloud-based data platforms by
enabling federation amongst those platforms through reusable code and components. You
can find out more about the EOEPCA+ project, as well as another Telespazio are involved
in called EarthCODE, at the Bristol event in November.

PROJECTS WE FUND
Our annual GoFundGeo mechanism, for the period between the 2023 and 2024 AGMs,
distributed more than £5000 across seven projects (see the OSGeo:UK website for the full
list). Keep an eye out for the call for projects to fund in 2024 - 2025. A final decision will be
made at the 2024 AGM the date for which will be announced on the OSGeo:UK website. 

James Milner continues to develop  Terra Draw. Recently he has added sensor mode
functionality to the tool: you can find out more here. 

Wider software and event news

This is our final reminder that the international FOSS4G 2024 event is being held between
December 1-8, 2024 in Belém, Brazil. Register to find out what is new and exciting in open
software, data, and communities from around the world and keep an eye on their website
for announcements and updates. To find out more you can check out this episode of
the Geomob podcast  where co-host Steven speaks with the conference organisers about
what is involved in putting together the global event.

Other events
The Association for Geographic Information GeoCom - later this year in the UK (28
November in London, respectively) so you might want to check it out.

If you are interested in sorting out your calendar for 2025 then checkout this handy list
from Jakub Nowosad.

If you are putting on a geo event with a link to open source software and want it to be
mentioned in the newsletter then please get in touch via the details on the OSGeo:UK
website. And consider adding it to Jakub's online list.  

In wider geospatial FOSS news...
There are a couple of exciting announcements from the Orfeo Tool project: OTB 9.1.0 has
been released, and  the  OTB User Days for 2024 will be held on November 21-22 in
Toulouse, France. Presentations will be held in the morning, and brainstorming in the
afternoon. Check out the links for more details.

OpenLayers has had another point release, and is now on 10.2.1. Checkout this page for
details about the new features.

Similarly, September saw a point release for Geoserver (2.26) so if you've not looked at
that project for while, go check it out.

We hope that you found this edition of the newsletter interesting and informative. If you
have any feedback or comments then let us know! 

If you would like to unsubscribe, please click here.
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